
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Core Maths 2018-19 

 Of the 16 year olds who have achieved an A*-C grade in GCSE maths, 

more than 75% do not go on to study any more maths. This is despite so 

many subjects requiring a high level of quantitative and reasoning skills. 

Biology, Psychology, Geography, Economics to name just the obvious ones 

have significant quantitative elements at A Level and anyone who has 

studied in these areas will know that undergraduate degrees require a high 

level of maths - way beyond what GCSE offers. Did you know that the 

modal maths GCSE grade for computer science graduates in the UK is C?  

The vast majority of these computer science graduates will not have 

studied formal maths beyond GCSE. 

 

 Core maths is designed to fill this void in mathematical study. It is a Level 

3 qualification putting it equivalent to an AS.   It is a genuine equivalent - 

it is not easy!  However, it is a significant change from the type of maths 

learned at GCSE and in A Level mathematics. The course is aimed at 

highlighting the utility of maths with topics focused on problem solving, 

data analysis and estimation. Much of the content and resources are aimed 

at genuine real life scenarios and the students and teacher feedback is 

universally positive, especially when talking about how much it has helped 

in the study of other A Level options and beyond. 

 

 Because it is a Level 3 Qualification if counts towards the Advanced Maths 

Premium meaning that for at least the next 3 years, any additional student 

studying Core Maths will receive an extra £600 for each year of study, 

paid to the institution. For more details on the Advanced Maths Premium, 

see the AMSP website. 

 

Next academic year, the Boolean Hub will be joining forces with the 

AMSP (Advanced Maths Support Programme) and the GLOW Hub to 

offer a year-long work group with lots of support and CPD for teachers 

at all levels of experience of teaching core maths.  

It promises to be an exciting workgroup! 

Contact L3LBoolean@bristolcathedralschools.org for more information. 
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